








D10CESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

1311 Bynox STrEET
Posr Orrnice Box 230
Wheerme, West Vimopaa 26003

May 29, 2025

Dear Faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston,

In January, the late Pope Francis declared 2025 to be a Jubilee Year of Hope. My advisors
and I discussed how to make this a Jubilee Year of Hope for our parishes. A major effort to win back
Catholics who have walked away from us and to share our faith in Christ with the religiously
unaffiliated will soon be underway, with the goal of strengthening people’s faith in God’s love for
them and their hope for salvation. I hope you will pray and work for its success.

We also thought that a material benefit would be appropriate in this Year of Hope, since the
Jubilee years among the ancient Jews and in more recent times have been occasions for forgiving
debts and lessening the burdens borne by the people. With that in mind and after consultation with
vanous diocesan bodies, I am happy to announce the following plan:

1. There wall be no Cathedraticum assessment, the tax forwarded to the Diocese on parish

income, in calendar year 2025.

2. The Priests’ Health and Retirement Board has approved a reduction of the PHRA
assessment on parishes from six percent (6%) to four percent (4%) for calendar year
2025.

3. Although operating debt should in justice be repaid, regardless of its date of ongin, parish
operating debt owed to the Diocese and mcurred prior to July 1, 2020, will be forgiven.
WesBanco and mn-house diocesan loans to parishes, however, will remain in force.

4. Panshes carrying qualifying debt will receive a separate letter from Mr. Patrick Henry,
the Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese, detailing the amounts that will be written off.

I trust that this debt forgiveness and reduction of some diocesan financial obligations for
2025 waill afford all parishes the ability to remain current with their just debts going forward. It also
gives parishes the opportunity to eliminate or reduce other just debts and to fund sustaining
mvestments, such as with the West Virginia Catholic Foundation, where funds deposited can help
solidify a parish’s financial position for years to come.

Invoking the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God, and of St. Joseph, the patron of our
Diocese, I pray that God may continue to bless you, your families and this beautiful Mountain State.

Sincerely i Christ,
1 PHad £, Browne,

+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston















